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INTRODUCTION
HATE SPEECH: DEFINITION AND ARTICULATION
WITH HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION

AHate speech i s any kind of c¢commlt
behavior, that attacks or uses pejorative or discriminatory
language with reference to a person or a group on the basis of who

they are or, in other words, based on their religion, ethnicity,
nationality, race, color, descent, gender or other identity factor. 0

This definition, taken from AThe United N
CombatHateS p e e ¢ h olfrgmeDtHe approach taken in the following pages. While
the same document warns about the nonexistence of an international legal definition,
it also notes that hate speech fiis often r oc
and, in certain contexts,c an be demeaning and divisive. o
Along the same lines, other pronouncements of international organizations can be
grouped here, such as Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR)?; Article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) 3; Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights
(Pact of San José}, among others.
At a local level, both Law 23.592 on Discriminatory Acts® and Article 212 of the
Penal Code stipulate penalties for those who publicly incite collective violence against
individuals or institutions on the grounds of hate. In addition, Law 26.485 ¢, on Integral
Protection to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women, which incorporates
symbolic and media typologies as specific forms of violence, stands out. Moreover, in
October 2023, Law Olympia No. 27.7367, was sanctioned, incorporating digital violence
to the modalities of gender violence recognized in Law No. 26.485, and establishes the
need to implement public policies that incorporate rights and minimum guarantees of
judicial and administrative procedures for cases of gender violence in this area.
Finally, the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism

(1 NADI) provided publications and recommenda
democracy, an approach f r o¢saaotelwarthygpublicationgnht s p e
this regard.

In summary, international treaties, local regulations and the contributions of state
bodies such as INADI form a legal framework aimed at preventing and punishing hate
speech. However, the current socic political context and public debate are moving in the
opposite direction. The elimination of INADI by the national government is a case in point
that foreshadows the state of affairs



Hate speech and structural discrimination

In parallel and in association with the emergence of right -wing and ultra -right conservative
movements, hate speech has been consolidated in recent years as a language of their own
within public narratives. This process, favored and amplified by social networks, has
become naturalized in everyday life as a global phenomenon that also has its chapter in
Argentina.

In 2019, the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism
(INADI) presented the National Map of Discrimination, a report on discriminatory

perceptions, experiences and practices in Argenting..

The report revealed that 72% of the people surveyed experienced
discrimination, either directly or witnessed it inflicted on others.
This represents an increase from the 65% recorded in 2013. Among
18i 29-year-olds, this percentage reached 82%. In addition, 44%
reported having experienced discrimination directly, an increase of
11 points compared to 2013 data

The survey identifies three main areas of discrimination: firstly, structural
racism, secondly, gender, and finally, physicality. Structural racism, which includes
discrimination based on skin color, nationality, socioeconomic status, place of origin
and ethno-cultural belonging, stands out as the main type of discrimination. It was also
identified that the experiences of discrimination related to aesthetic issues were
duplicated.

The data show a considerable increase in the perception and experience of
gender discrimination. Forty -six percent of the women surveyed reported having
suffered discrimination. While in 2013 only 6% mentioned having been discriminated
against for being awoman, in 2019 this figure doubled to 12% of experiences suffered
overall. When considering only women's responses, the percentage rises to 21%. The
workplace was identified by women as the space where they suffer discrimination most

frequently, with 56%.

Additionally, the document reveals that the trans population is one
of the most vulnerable groups: 85% of respondents perceive high
levels of discrimination against trans people, and 76% identified
gays, lesbians and bisexuals as groups that also suffer
discrimination



An important fact highlighted by the report is that 36% of people identified
discrimination associated with the denial of rights as a relevant problem, ceasing to be
perceived as something ordinary and normalized (in 2013, only 12% did so). Given this
change in social perception, it is crucial to recognize and address structural
discrimination, not only to counteract its normalization, but also to foster social change
that promotes inclusion and respect for diversity

This INADI report provides a factual context that reveals the magnitude of the
structural discrimination that persists in society and foreshadows a scenario where
hate speech finds fertile ground to spread within social and political narratives. In
this context, the consolidation of hate speech evidences how messages of exclusion
and hatred, legitimized and amplified by digital and social environments, not only

feed on deeply rooted contexts of discrimination, but also reflect and reproduce
them.

Hate speech against gender policies

Graph 1. Disinformation and hate speech against gender policies
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Although it is not possible to consider hate speech as a novelty in the
local context, it is relevant to identify their own characteristics and
nuances. What is central here is that hate speech, which in the past
was perceived as marginal, has found an institutional channel: they
are produced and reproduced by the State.

This circumstance makes the analysis and approach more complex, since
stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and divisions and tensions among
social actors come from those who should safeguard social peace and democratic
coexistence

Before he took office, Javier Milei was characterized by aggressive rhetoric,
even violent, using vulgar language and insults against his political adversaries and
public figures. Far from moderation, this trait was accentuated during his mandate,
highlighted by the permanent confrontation and the use of the official narrative to point
out certain groups as fenemiesodo or iresponsi
validation of verbal violence and hate speech as tools of public debate generates
meaning, reinforces prejudices, encourages and enables symbolic violence and even, in
some cases, physical violence against these targeted sectors.

Another aspect to consider is the combination of hate speech with
disinformation and the propagation of fake news, key elements of the government's
communication strategy. This method, prolific in social networks and supported by
official press releases arl spokespersons, amplifies hate messages, singling out and
attacking actors and sectors, which also suffer the impact of its policies.

In this way, hate speech becomes a central gear of the official policy, exceeding
the strictly communicational. The danger transcends the discursive: hate speech
justifies authoritarian practices and legitimizes regressive policies that violate the
rights of various sectors, especially the most vulnerable minorities.

In Argentina, this drift towards regressive policies has had a strong impact on
gender policies, which have required years of struggle by feminist organizations and
the LGBTIQ+ population. The official narrative disqualifies any policy by labelling it

asgeinder ideol ogy, o a negatively charged di
constantly resorts and which, according to its logic, is enough to delegitimize any
initiative.

A relevant precedent took place in October 2022, when the then deputy Javier

Milei participated in an event in Madrid organized by the far -right party VOX. In his

speech, he attacked policies for gender equality, inclusive language and the

environmentalist agenda, accusing them of fAdestroying
This position, coinciding with other global ultra -right sectors, has remained in

his narrative and has intensified during his administration. Last August the Minister

of Justice, Mariano Cuneo Libarona, reinforced this line by denying the existence of

sexual diversities and violence against women, without detailing how the continuity of

gender policies will be. The presidential spokesman, Manuel Adorni, supported these

views, associating these policies with Abusir
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Existing inequalities, violence and structural discrimination are
systematically denied by the government, always placing them in the
Nngender ideologyo basket. This den
that validates government actions: if gender violence and
discrimination do not exist, there is no need for policies to reverse them.

This is illustrated by Argentina's recent negative vote on a UN resolution to
prevent and eliminate violence against women. It was the only country to reject the
resolution (170 countries approved it and 13 abstained).

The concrete management of the government also follows this approach. The
elimination of the Ministry of Women, Genders and Diversities, severe budget cuts
and the dismantling of key programs to combat gender inequality have been
denounced and repudiated by national and international organizations such as the
International Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Organization of American
States (OAS) and Amnesty International.

"The kitchen of caregivingo (La <coc
conducted by the Centre for Legal and Social Studies (CELS)10shows that
86% of care policies are discontinued (only 7 are in force out of the 49
surveyed).

In the future, the trend will continue and tend to worsen. According to
the analysis of the Executive's budget for 2025, carried out by the Latin
American Team of Justice and Gender (ELA) and the Civil Association for
Equality and Justice (ACIJ)11, the programs for prevention and assistance
against gender violence will be notoriously affected: zero budget for the
Acompafar Program and the Strengthening of the CSE, and unidentified items
for the 144 Line.

These forecasts are not surprising, considering the management of these
programs: The 144 Line (to assist and advise women and LGBTIQ+ in situations of
violence) suffered significant staff cuts, and in relation to the Acompafar Program (for
Support and Accompaniment to People at Risk for GenderBased Violence) the
government reduced by half the assistance time, restricted the accesses to the program
and added new requirements to apply for it. As an aggravating factor, the Minister of
Justice, Mariano Cuneo Libarona, announced that the Penal Code will include prison
sentences for false reports of gender violence.

In conclusion, the government denies the existence of gender violence,
associates it with suspicions of corruption, does not assume its functions as a promoter
of prevention and assistance, and even more seriously, limits access to justice for the
victims.




Graph 02. Milei administration against gender policies
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Hate speech against Sexual and
Reproductive Rights

Graph 3. Disinformation and hate speech against sexual and reproductive rights
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The denialist stance on gender inequalities and violence adopted by the national
government has channeled its disinformation and hate speech campaigns with particular
viciousness against sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Since its inception, the
implementation of comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) has been a constant target of

disinformation, even before the arrival of Javier Milei to the presidency.




The report Comprehensive Sexuality Education, Disinformation disseminated
during the Argentine elections of 2023, elaborated by ELA and Chequeado.comni?, offers
a detailed overview of disinformation campaigns related to CSE during the electoral
process, warning that this phenomenon is not exclusive to Argentina: a 2019
investigation revealed how the same disinformation can be replicated in different Latin
American countrids,fedmi weerd ilgy ofiprogover nment
figures; in 2023, another study evidenced that these actors operate transnationally,
using common strategies in Latin America, the United States and Spain

The ELA study points out that in Argentina disinformation narratives circulated
against CSE with statements such as:

b ACSE is institutionalized child sexual abus
b ACSE is a tool for ideological indoctrinatic
b ACSE promotes the homosexualization of <chilc
b ACSE uses materials inappropriate for the ac
b ACSE is a mechanism that 'brainwashes' with
b  "CSE promotes pedophilia and population control.”

b "CSE should be based onlyon biological content, not ideological.”

Among the main promoters of these narratives are government officials, most
notably the vice-pr esi dent, Victoria Villarruel, who h
indoctrination. O

Last November the vice-president insisted on her questioning of CSE by
criticizing the governor of the province of Buenos Aires, Axel Kicillof, for reading
fiEartheater, 0 a work by the Argentine writer
conservativese¢ or s t hat decontextualize some passag:¢
pedophilia and sexualize children, Kicillof, ¢

It is worth remembering that the vice -president did not speak out when her
presidential candidate on several occasions used references to pedophilia, child abuse
and even made sexual fjokesd referencing don
speech.

For his part, president Javier Milei has reinforced this anti -CSE stance with

statements such as:

> ACSE is a type of i ndagendaofpostMa roxi sam.do part
> "l't should not be something mandatory tha
> "This post-Marxist agenda has to do with the destruction of the most important

soci al nucl eus within society, which is t
> ACSE is a plan to eliminate human beings.

In fact, sexual and reproductive health of girls, adolescents, women
and diversities is far from being a priority. So far in its mandate,
allocations for the CSE have been cut, and no funds are expected to
be allocated for its implementation in 2025, according to the budget
analysis of ELA and ACIJiL



In addition, other key programs have been cut, such as the Plan for the
Prevention of Unintended Pregnancy in Adolescence (ENIA), which suffered
significant reductions and defunding, with a projected budget for next year that
represents a 27% decrease comared to the current budget and a 78% decrease
compared to 2023. This is of particular concern given that the implementation of the
ENIA Plan managed to reduce the fertility rate in girls and adolescents aged 10 to 19
years by 49% between 2018 and 2021, costituting a model of public policy .

Furthermore, the National Front for the Health of People with HIV denounced
a shortage of medicine and reagents for their treatment. The situation could worsen in
2025: the FUNDHEG report; HIV: alarming situation in Argentinal3, reports a budget
cut of 76% for the HIV, STI, Viral Hepatitis and Tuberculosis Response Directorate. In
addition, through the response to a request for public information made by a
newspaper, it was revealed that the government only distributed 2% of the free
condoms available, without making new purchases.

Graph 4. Milei administration against sexual and reproductive rights
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Women defenders of Sexual and Reproductive Rights and
diversity targeted by hate speech

AWe are more al one t han
constant delegitimization.

Al have had to close my soci al medi a
accounts and avoid participating in public

events. nMany t i meessor myselfstleete fare issues in
which | do not participate within the public debate

| fear for my safety and that of because | know that it will bring a barrage of violent

my family.o speeches. 0
Al have | ost coll aborations and job opportunities. Ma
my contacts have stopped communicating with me for fear _ . :
el Alt'"s as if they were

war on CSE. 0

"

SIPPF

In this panorama of confrontation, where the frontal attack against the
rights of women and diversities is official, women defenders of SRHR become
the target of State-enabled violence. The struggle of women defenders for
equality and justice in the Argentine provinces
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ARecently | have also felt the
fragmentation and isolation that is
inflicted on feminist
Organlzatlons'(\) il n soci al net wor ks | w

times for my position in favour of safe,
|l egal and free abortion

SNV

nhThe things that happen i n th
not always stay in the networks, and that
has affected me and the entire environment
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around me . O
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Declaration of war on CSE

Leny Caceresis a journalist, feminist, abolitionist, Director of Diario Digital Femenino in

Neuquen, and recounts how the attacks occur

Al n our n e watlgkaapeaot sotimhch personal as
directed towards the issues we address, especially when

we talk about CSE and SRHR. The appearance of an NGO
like Teen STAR, with its links to conservative groups, has
intensified the hate speech in comments and social

net wor ks. |t I s as I f they

Leny stresses that the aggressions are not isolated, but are part of a broader

strategy to delegitimize feminist struggles and generate a climate of polarization and
fear. it i s in these digital spaces

ar e

wher e

demonize our ideas and ourselves. We are painted as enemies of society, as if we were

attacking the family or its traditions o.
Leny explains that hate speech is not only expressed in networks.ii A s

dedicated to the defense of women, children and adolescents and to the

territorial work of assistance in situations of violence, | have suffered hate

speech that have gone through my body in different ways, they have deeply

affected my emotions, my convictions. At first, | was paralyzed, | did not know

how to respond to so much aggression, it even makes you rethink what you are

doing. Then | was able to continue, and | believe that we must continue

coll ectively, as we can, toget her so

Hate speech vs. Voluntary Termination of Pregnancy (VTP)

In May of this year, the Minister of Worship, Francisco Sanchez,
expressed himself firmly and openly against the VTP, divorce and egalitarian
mar ri age, askingrhditiioealoveai negs.
party presented a project for the repeal of the VTP, proposing alsoto modify

o

the Penal Code removing this right to those who face a pregnancy resulting

from rape or sexual abuse.

This bill institutionalizes what was expressed in March of this year by president
Mi |l ei, who stated that | egal abortion
statement is particularly serious as it reflects an attempt to reverse the legislative

advances achieved, and at the same time associates the decision to terminate a

pregnancy with criminal practices.

am

as n

Prev

iis a



Added to the proposal of the Minister of Justice, who promises jail for false
accusations of gender violence, a governmental tendency can be seen that aims timit
access to SRHR through criminalization. The change is evident: women in situations
of violence and those who want to exercise their right to decide, under this government
could become criminals.

And this is not limited to the legal sphere, but permeates the public
debate and generates a climate of hostility towards those who defend SRHR,
as in this case the right to abortion..

Alma Soria is a feminist journalist  from Comodoro Rivadavia, Chubut:

nOn soci al net works | was attacke
favor of safe, legal and free abortion, and | have also seen how some
Hate speech affect friends that | love and respect very muclo

16
First, | felt helpless because any argument | put forward was useless because the
aggressions went down another track, and then | was frightened. These attacks
affected me and greatly limited my participation in social networks, especially in
X, which is very serious for my work.

L Graph 05. Disinformation and Hate speech against VTP
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\
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= proyecto para derogar la Interrupcién 3 / )
:‘a\g Voluntaria del Embarazo /
T f

Abortion: the ruling party presented a bill to
repeal the Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy.

0 Por Mariana Carbajal
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. Milei, contra el aborto legal: "Es un
) asesinato agravado por el vinculo"”
E | . rtion: "It is an i
ilei opposed to legal abg. I
K\ le\xllgléi:wafe% murder of the familial bond

Desde Espaia, el secretario de Culto de Milei cuestioné las

leyes de aborto, matrimonio igualitario y divorcio:
“Tenemos que recuperar los valores tradicionales”

The Secretary of Worship reopened the debate: in Spain,
he questioned the abortion, egalitarian marriage and
divorce laws, W# have to recovertraditional values 0
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Hate speech as a fragmentation and isolation
strategy

Far from being a mere expression of opinion, hate speech become a weapon to

delegitimize the struggles of women defenders, presenting them as extremists,

self-interested or even as enemies of society. This strategy seeks to undermine

their credibility, isolate them socially and generate a climate of hostility that
forces them to remain silent.

Florencia Basso is a journalist and activist for reproductive and non
reproductive sexual rights of women and sexual diversitien Tierra del Fuego,
and like Leny she has suffered the hate speech.

Al n recent mo n t hngpactl of Hata speechf radinly thitougle my
social networks. Here in Patagonia the communities are very small, and this

makes me feel very exposed and vulnerable at times. The attacks on the social

networks have affected me emotionally, and fundamentally in r elation to my
mental health. | have opted for self-censorship and also to take extra security
measures to protect my accounts .

filn recent ti mes | have al so felt t he

at feminist organizations, this occurs in the almost nonexistent press coverage by the

| ocal medi a of the activities undertaken

denounces Florencia
Hate speech intensified

Hundreds of kilometers from Florencia, in northern Argentina, Josefa, an
artist and activist, tells how in the most remote corners of the country, women
defenders are more exposed

fiSi nce t he ar rright-wihg govérnnterit, il feel that werar®
more and more alone. Those of us who live in the interior, far from the big cities

and support net wor ks, are the most vul
The Hate speech have direct consequences on the activism of these women

defenders

n | have had to cl ose my

another town just for expressing my ideas. It's as if

beingaf e mi ni st I s a cri me

C

n

Josefa describes the profound emot.

stigmatization is terrible. It makes you feel alone, isolated and afraid. In small
towns, where everyone knows each other, it isdifficult to find safe spaces. Many
colleagues have decided to give up their activism for fear of reprisals It is a
very sad situation because it deprives us of the possibility of building more just
and egalitarian communities. 0

Marta is an activist from the northwest and adds a stark testimony of
the political violence faced by women human rights defenders in Argentina's
provinces

fra

by

ner .

u l

O ne



iBefore this gover nment came to power ,
by ultraconservative groups, but since then the situation has become
untenabl e. I feel constantly persecuted a

iBefore this government came to power,
by ultraconservative groups, but since then the situation has become
untenable. | feel constantly persecuted and threatenedo .

This systematic persecution has forced her to withdraw and limit her
activities.

Nl have had to cl ose my s
and avoid participating in public events. | fear
f or my safety and t hat
18
The consequences of these attacks transcend the personal. Marta, who

was a leading figure in her community, has seen how her space for action has
been drastically reduced. ii | have |l ost coll aborations |
Many of my contacts have stopped communicating with me for fear of
backl ash. o

Hate speech and forced silence

Digital harassment and online violence have a profound impact on WHRDs,
leading them to reconsider their presence and activity in virtual spaces. The
decision to restrict their online participation reflects an increasingly common

trend among these women, who are forced to selfcensor and limit their
interactions for fear of trolling.

SIPPF

Lorena is an activist from southern Argentina and recounts her experience
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n I put a padlock on my account ¢
shame because the networks were an important space to connect
with other activists and make our struggles visible. We are more
alone than before and there is

un
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Términos relacionados con la violencia digital

1A T r o | ih digitad violence refers to online behaviors Spreading false information or rumors: Spreading lies or misleading
intended to provoke, harass or annoy a person or group of information to discredit the victim .

people. Trolls may use a variety of tactics to cause harm, Trolling in digital violence can have serious consequences for
including: Insults and offensive language: use of abusive, victims, such as

demeaning, or discriminatory language. Emotional damage: Anxiety, depression, low self-esteem
Cyberbullying: Repeatedly sending threatening or intimidating Reputational damage: Difficulty finding work or maintaining
messages. relationships .

Coordinated attacks: Groups of trolls who band together to Social isolation: Withdrawal from social life and online
harass a person or group activities.

Doxing: Revealing someone's private personal information Self-harm or suicide: In extreme cases, online bullying can lead to
without their consent. suicidal thoughts or actions. It is important to remember that
Impersonation: Creating fake accounts to impersonate the trolling in digital violence is a serious problem .

victim and damage the victim's reputation .
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Silvina Molina, journalist and founder of the International Network of
Journalists with a Gender Perspective, explains the effect of the Hate speech on
her profession:
iThe Hate speech have a particul ar i mp e
circulate through social networks and the violence that the hate speech causes is
real, it impacts our lives, sometimes physically because it goes beyond the virtual
and becomesarealat ack f or some journalists. o
Mor eover, she shares some strategies to
myself digitally, to know what resources | have to counteract them, to learn how to
survive in a world in which as a journalist | am a target of those Hate speech.

Many times, | self-censor myself, there are issues in which | do not

participate in the public debate because | know that this will bring

a barrage of violent discourse and, on the other hand, | support as
much as | can colleagues who are experiencing or hae endured

very difficult situati ons

iBeyond demanding that the owners of the |
and the directors and managers of the media support their journalists in these
processes, | believe that the only way we can overcome these times is to be united and
backed by gecialists and organizations that know about these issues in order to
emerge stronger, stop the violence and be part of the public debate as any democracy
demands, where journalists and women have to
All the testimonies collected reveal a common pattern among women
defenders of SRHR: the decision to restrict their participation in the public debate,
particularly in social networks.
I n this regard, a recent r e4Ypoblishedbynt i t | ec
Amnesty International Argentina, on violence and abuse against women
journalists and diversities in digital environments, is revelatory .

The study shows that between 2018 and 2024,
63.5% of the surveyed journalists mentioned that
they had been victims of some type ofdigital
violence.

The publication also highlights that At he si tuati on i s e X @
journalists who publicly address issues such as SRHR, gendetbased violence
and the rights of LGBTI+ people, given the violent reaction of certain sectors
that are openly hostile to the presence of voices that defend theseagendas, in
a context characterized by the rhetoric of far-right leaders globally, loaded with
xenophobic, sexist and homophobic messages, which is based on the idea that
t he advances mad e r e gar the nghts ol serual rmids righ
gender diversities have created Aprivileg
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The research also focuses on the effects of these attacks. The journalists
remar ked t hat it | eads t he mcemnsorthémseélveds t t he
and, i n some cases, to abandon the networ
The study concludes that the consequences are worrisome sincethifie x c | ude s
women journalists from the public debate, as well as their relevant voices for the
promotion and defense of gender equality agendas in the case of journalists specialized
in this area. In addition, the societal right to seek and receive informati on produced by
women journalists on these agendas is weakened.

Graph 6. Hate speech against women journalists
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On several occasions, organizations such as the International Press Association
(IAPA), the Argentine Journalism Forum (FOPEA), the Association of Argentine
Journalistic Entities (ADEPA) and the National Academy of Journalism of Argentina
repudiated president Milei's attacks on the press, expressing their concern about the
escalation of verbal violence, online harassment and the restriction of access to public
information

As an example, according to data from the survey conducted by
FOPEA's Freedom of Expression Monitorl5, in just his first 100 days in office,

N4 o u taggeoe$sioris owards the press had
president Milei or his ministers as main
perpetrators. o

In this context, the president's aggressive behavior towards women
journalists, characterized by disqualifications and verbal attacks, is also
recurrent. Milei's denigrating treatment of female communicators such as
Maria O'Donnell, Luisa Corradini and Silvia Mercado, among others,
exemplifies how his public interventions and confrontations with the press
foster a climate of hostility towards jou rnalism, and especially towards female
journalists.

As a precursor, in 2018 during an open conference on economics in
Metan, province of Salta, Milei engaged in an episode of verbal violence against
journalist Teresita Frias. The incident occurred when Milei, after accepting
questions from the audience, cal e d her a Afdonkey, O att
comprehension problems and disqualified her with aggressive comments, such
as i Wh at are you here to talk about? Yol
subjects you don't know a damn thei ng ab
intervention of the judicial authorities

This year the Family and Gender Violence Court of Metan closed the case
against Milei, without notifying the journalist or allowing her access to the case file.
The closing of the case was questioned by the International Network of Journalists with
Gender Vision of Argentina (RIPVG Ar), which criticized the lack of procedural
guarantees. The Salta Gender Legal Institute also expressed its opinion, considering
that the ruling was revictimizing and constituted a disciplinary message towards those
who denounce this type of violence

Other incidents include his altercation with Cristina Pérez, whom he
accused of being a political operator and of manipulating the conversation, and
the encounter with Maria Laura Santillan and Carolina Losada, where, with an
intimidating tone, Milei refus ed to share space in a debate. These
confrontations reveal a pattern of contempt and hostility when women
question or contradict his position.

This behavior enables hate speech that is replicated and amplified
through their followers in social networks, intensifying the attacks against
those who carry out their informative work, and explains the reality testified
by journalists and defenders of SRHR throughout these pages.

It is also important to note that these expressions of support from
journalistic organizations are often focused on high-profile media figures,
while many journalists and SRHR defenders from the country's interior, who
also suffer persecution and digital violence, do not have access to the same level
of protection or visibility.
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Women defenders of SRHR, Hate speech
and access to justice

Manuela Calvo is a social communicator and human rights defender in the
province of La Rioja.

She has accumulated 4 previous censures for her investigations in which
girls who put into words crimes of domestic abuse are forced by the judicial
system to reconnect with their alleged abusers

Manuel a f ac e disobedienbedoragtioritypaind obstruction of
contact of minors with their non-cohabi t i ng parents, 0
denounced the case of the Arcoiris girl in her province. The journalist has been
denouncing cases of pedophilia and forced reinvolvement in La Rioja and now
faces the possibility of going to jail --for a crime she did not commit -- after the
official public defender for minors and incapacitated children, Pablo Ernesto

af

Cubill o, filed charges agai nst ndtenceof He

a chil ddéd and Apromotingod the hinder.i

Manuela's work brought to light the case of Arcoiris, where her mother
repeatedly denounced her paternal grandfather for sexual abuse and appealed to the
National Judiciary in June, since then, she has been exiled from the province of La
Rioja for her protection

In this case, the mother of Arcoiris was fined and charged with impediment of
contact and disobedience to authority. The judge of the Fourth Civil, Commercial and
Mining Court, Carla Menem, disregarded the statements of the girl who confirmed, by
means of a Gesell chamber, the abuses suffered by her paternal grandfather and her
father. In addition, the magistrate took the decision to order Arcoiris to be reunited
with her father, which had been prohibited by Civil Court 103 of the National Judicial
Power last June.

ng

il suffered from hate speech, especi

of violence aimed at stigmatizing feminist militancy and my professional work,
from symbolic, economic and psychological violence to death threats that |
denounced t oexplameManuela.r t s, 0

Her testimony shows, once again, how the hate speech is not always
confined to a virtual environment, and how women and girls' rights defenders
are especially targeted by t hem. il
felt that the judicial system is not providing answers in situations that put us
at great risk. | was really afraid that the people who carry this out would go
from discourse to acts, and then they turned to actions and impacted my life: |
have two criminal cases, | am criminally charged without evidence, they raided
my house

f el

t e

ac

of

al

We know that the things that happen on social networks do
not always remain on the internet, and this affected me and
my whole environment, my children, my husband, my whole
family, 0O she reveal ed



Cases such as that of Teresita Frias (assaulted by Milei) and Manuela Calvo (in
which the national government does not intervene directly) illustrate a systemic
problem: the Judiciary, far from guaranteeing access to justice, perpetuates dynamics
of silencing and re-victimization, especially affecting women who report gender
violence. This not only discredits the plaintiff s but also highlights the profound
shortcomings of the State in the effective protection of human rights..

Diversities exist.

Graph 7. Disinformation and hate speech against LGBTIQ+
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In recent years, there have been different types of stigmatizations of the
LGBTIQ+ population through misinformation and hate speech

On the one hand, some rhetoric used dehumanizing associations,
comparing equal marriage with degrading practices, such as zoophilia. This
happened in the midst of the presidential campaign, when Javier Milei
compared a bond bet ween ihhogmonsi & xhu aaln ped cepplhe
made this remark in an interview with the Peruvian journalist Jaime Bayly,
who in the same conversation had shared with him that he was bisexual

This can also include the remarks of former Chancellor Diana Mondino,
wh o compared equal marri age t o fihaving
associate LGBTIQ+ identities with aberrations or negativities and reinforce a
message of exclusion

To these narratives we should add the statement of the libertarian
congressman, Ricardo Bussi, who compared the trans population to people with
disabilities. This account denotes an attempt to pathologize and treat non-
heteronormative sexual orientations as diseases, deviations or anomalies

These antecedents were onlya glimpse of what Milei's government would
become: an administration that, also in this area, displays denialism
The government's denial is twofold. On the one hand, the refusal of
tangible means for subsistence, with dismissals of workers in the State, the
failure to comply with the trans labor quota law, with cuts in the payment of the
Tarjeta Alimentar food card, and also in the 144 Line and the Acompafar
program, key policies of attention and support to the victims of violence .
On the other hand, Milei's government has tried to deny the very existence of
sexual diversities, taking specific measures Thus far in his term of office: he eliminated
the Ministry of Women, Genders and Diversities, a matter of which the president is
proud; he prohibited the use of inclusive language in public documents; and the
presidential spokesman,Ma n u e | Adorni , reinforced this pos
diversity of sexual identities is a subjecti\
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From the northeast of Argentina, two voices coincide in the diagnosis and call
for an embrace and resistance

Solange is an activist and advocate for the rights of trans peopiethe city
of Corrientes.

fiEven before the current government won the election, | witnessed
situations of hatred towards the LGBTIQ community because the arights
speeches position us as mentally unbalanced people. This social context creates
anguish and isolation for me becausdhey have left us without any State
institution to guarantee access to our rights as first class citizens. We have been
affected on a daily basis, in the State institutions where, once again, they are
denying us our identity o

il believe that the best thing we can do |
each other and resist, as we have done without letting us retreat, raising the voice of
equal ity and social justice, 0 proposes Sol anc

This context of institutionalized violence and discrimination affects the access
to consecrated rights and also has a serious impact on the spaces where thenights are
defended and promoted.
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Dana Valiente, activist in the civil organization De la calle a la Dignidad,
from Posadas, province of Misiones, describes this impact

we develop our activities. The Hate speech, neoliberalism, the
ultra -right wing trying to insert this hatred towards our LGBTI
population, we are all attacked by this hate speech and without

t he

tools to continue working.

Moreover, in the face of the government's denial, Dana reaffirms her struggle and

her i dentity: ADi versity exists, trans
their political system to live a world without hate, without discrimination based on
race, color or identity.o

From hate speech
to hate crime

hate speech in al/|l spheres

0

g

WO me n

The hate speech that stigmatizes, dehumanizes and even denies the existence of

diversities generates an environment of vulnerability and lack of protection that
often favors physical aggressions and the escalation of violence against this
population .

On May 5th, a triple lesbian homicide took place in Barracas, province of
Buenos Aires. The assailant, who lived in the same hotel as the victims (Pamela Cobas,
Roxana Figueroa, Andrea Amarante and Sofia Castro Riglos), threw a homemade
explosive into the room where two couples were staying, and blocked the door so that
they could not escape. Sofia Castro Riglos is the only survivor of the attack, which has
been denounced by feminist and LGBTIQ+ organizations as a hate crime

This case is an extreme and tragic example of how dehumanization and
denial of rights can foster violence.

Statements that seek to deny the discriminatory nature of these crimes,
such as those of presidential spokesperson Manuel Adorni, who questioned the
use of the term Al esbicideo and mini
make violence invisible, and legitimize it in an official conference. The fact that
this position comes from the presidential voice aggravates the situation, as it
conveys a message of tolerance towards hatred and contempt for diversities

The connection between misinformation and hate speech directed against the
LGBTIQ+ community and specific acts of violence, such as this triple lesbian homicide
in Barracas, is profound and alarming .

mi

zed



Graph 8 Milei administration against LGBTIC + rights
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Disability is not an insult

Graph 9. Disinformation and hate speech against people with disabilities .
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In relation to disability, Javier Milei's government has been characterized by a
narrative that circulates in two well identified lanes. On the one hand, the use
of disability as an insult and aggression, and on the other hand, the use of
disinformation an d false news about corruption cases that seek to justify the
budget cuts implemented in the area.

Veronica Gonzalez, journalist and member of the Network for the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, elaborates on these points

iwWe recently saw that the president

a person was portrayed who supposedly did not understand how a person with
Down syndrome, that stigmatizes them and makes people think that they do
not understand. The same happens whken people talk about lilliputian people,

as inferior, as people who are worth less, that stigmatizes short people. It also
happens when people talk about non-contributory pensions as if they are
truncated, mostly irregular, and it ends up being an excuse to cancel them and

to make the requirements more and more restrictive and not to recognize the
autonomy of people with disabilities.

o

h i
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Last November, the Down Syndrome Association of the Argentine
Republic (ASDRA) repudiated statements made by president Milei in which he
used the ter ms fhandi cappedo aleftwingment al
militants, whom he often calls fAfucking I
the use of these terms fAperpetuates stigm
repudiated Milei in September 2023 when in an attempt to discredit an
economistwhohadcr i ti ci zed hi m, he l.abelled him
In addition, during the first months of his administration, the Network
for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Short Stature Football
Collective of Argentina expressed their concern about the president's
treatment of people with disabilities. A Mr . President, di sabil it
is the title of the statement released by REDI.
President Milei's recurrent use of offensive terms or derogatory
comments reflect a pattern of discrimination, a discourse that minimizes or
stigmatizes this population and impacts on the dignity and social perception of
people with disabilities .
On the other hand, misinformation and accusations of corruption were
used by the government as legitimizing tools for its adjustment policies. In July
of this year, the presidential spokesman, Manuel Adorni, showed in a press
conference the X-ray of a dog,assuring that this was the medical certificate that
validated the granting of a disability pension. With this he tried to illustrate the
effectiveness of an audit that uncovered
The Organizations of Persons with Disabilities denied the spokesperson's
statements and accused the government of trying to cut disability pensions, accusing
him of committing fAabandonmenayofthedog, @éwason. 0 R
later learned that the file was rejected and denounced and that the applicant did not
receive the pension.
In addition to this, in a newspaper interview last October, Diego Spagnuolo,

head of the National Agency for Disability (ANDIS) statedthat i what i s bei ng pa
the transportation of people with disabilities is equivalent to three trips to the moon
per month.o With this argument he justified

cut at least 200 thousand disability pensions.

Graph 10. Milei administration against disability)
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Milei ensafiado con Lali: “Es un parésito que
vivid chupando de la teta del Estado”

Milei's hate speech against popular
female artists

Graph 11. Milei's hate speech targeting popular female artists
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Milei was incensed with the singer Lali Espésito (pop singer and actress):
AiShe is a parasite who has lived s

N

Sol Pérez (model) and Javier Milei argued on air: the influencer broke down
and the economist was removed from the program

Javier Milei's speeches reflect a pattern of violent and demeaning
confrontation towards his female counterparts, which has been perceived as a hate
speech with misogynistic connotations on multiple occasions.

The most prominent cases in media coverage were the aggressions
against the model Sol Pérez in 2019. On two occasions Milei discussed politics

and economy in different television progr
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insults Milei used, who even resorted to the image of him putting a gun to
Pérez's head as a metaphor for the taxes levied by the State. On both occasions,
the economist's virulence caused Perez to leave the programsand on the
second occasion she left the studio crying

The disqualification of intellectual capacities as a means to minimize
the legitimacy of the opinions of women who argue with him has been a
constant in Milei's discourse. Disqualification based on the accusation of
corruption or delinquency has been another discursive vein widely used by the
now president.



